CENTRAL EUROPE

VIENNA

 Area by Area

STEPHANSDOM QUARTER

The winding streets and spacious squares of this area form the ancient core of Vienna.  Following World War II, subterranean excavations uncovered the remains of a Roman garrison from 2,000 years ago, and every succeeding age is represented here, from the Romanesque arches of the Ruprechtskirche to the steel and glass of the spectacular Haas Haus in Stephansplatz.  Many of the buildings in the area house government offices, businesses, taverns and stylish shops.  Dominating the skyline is the Stephansdom, the focus of the city at its geographical center. 

Must see:
Stephansdom - Situated in the center of Vienna, The Stephansdom is the soul of the city itself.  A church has stood on the site for over 800 years, but all that remains of the original 13th-century Romanesque church are the Giant’s Doorway and  Heathen Towers.  
Mozarthaus Vienna – Mozart and his family occupied a flat on the first floor of this building from 1784 to 1787.  Of Mozart’s 11 residences, this is the one where he is said to have been happiest.  It is also where he composed a number of his masterworks:  Haydn quartets, piano concerti, and The Marriage of Figaro.  
HOFBURG QUARTER

What began as a modest city fortress has grown over the centuries into a vast palace, the Hofburg.  The palace was still expanding up until a few years before the Habsburgs fell from power in 1918.  The presence of the court had a profound effect on the surrounding area.  The former gardens of the palace are now the Voksgarten and Burggarten and some of the buildings are now splendid museums.  Streets such as Herrengasse and Bankgasse are lines with the palaces that the nobility built in their eagerness to be as close as possible to the center of imperial power.  This are is bustling with tourist by day, but at night is almost deserted.
Must see:
Hofburg Complex – contains the former imperial apartments, several museums, a chapel a church, the Austrian national Library, the Winter Riding School and the President of Austria’s offices.  It was the seat of Austrian power for over six centuries.  
SCHOTTENRING AND ALSERGRUND

This part of the city is dotted with sites of interest, such as the ornate Ferstel Palace and the glass-roofed Ferstel Passage that runs through it.  The  Schottenring and the Schottentor are names after the Benedictine monks who came here in Babenberg times to found the Schottenkirche monastery.  Later rulers of Austria were responsible for the area’s other monuments:  Joseph II built a huge public hospital, now the Josephinum, and Franz Joseph founded the Votivkirche as a way of giving thanks after escaping assassination in 1853.  To the ease, nearer the Danube Canal, quiet residential streets are broken only by the imposing Liechtenstein Museum, one of many summer palaces built beyond the city gates by Vienna’s nobility.

Must see:
Freyung – This Square is overlooked by fine buildings, including the former Schottenkirche priory, originally founded in 1155, then rebuilt in 1744, and due to its appearance, known by the Viennese as the “chest of drawers house”.  
Freyung  Passage – The Freyung and Herrengasse are connected by a luxury shopping arcade.

MUSEUM AND TOWNHALL QUARTER

The Emperor Franz Joseph commissioned the major institutional buildings of the Hapsburg Empire, and the city, along the Ringstrasse in the mid-19th century.  Today these buildings remain a successful and imposing example of good urban planning.  The district to the west of the Ringstrasse are untouched, including Josefstadt, which still retains an 18th-century atmosphere with its picturesque streets, modest palaces and Baroque churches,  The area’s cultural institutions are vibrant:  the brilliant productions of the Burgtheater and the wide-ranging exhibits of the Natural History Museum and the Kunsthistorisches Museum are all popular today.  
Must see:
Museums Quartier Wein -  Once home to the Imperial stables and carriage houses is now one of the largest cultural centers in the world.  It houses a diverse range of facilities from classical art museums to venues for film, theatre, architecture, dance, new media and a children’s creativity center as well as a variety of shops, cafes, and restaurants.

Kunsthistoriches Museum – More than one an a half million people visit the Museum of the History of Art every year.  Its collections are based largely on those built up over the centuries by generations of Habsburg monarchs.  

Natural History Museum -   There are casts of dinosaur skeletons, the world’s largest display of skulls illustrating the history of man, one of Europe’s most comprehensive collections of gems, prehistoric sculpture, Bronze Age items, and extinct birds and mammals.  

The Burgtheater -  is the most prestigious stage in the German-speaking world.  Original theatre built in Maria Theresa’s reign in 1741 was replaced in 1888.  It closed for refurbishment in 1897 after the discovery that the auditorium had several seats with no view of the stage.  The central part of the theatre we rebuilt in 1952 -55 after war damages.
OPERA AND NASCHMARKT

This is an area of huge contrasts, ranging from the stateliness of the Opera House and the opulence of the Opernring shops to the raucous modernity of Mariahilfer Strasse.  This long street is lined with cinemas and department stores, drawing shoppers not just from Vienna but from much of Eastern Europe.  The other major thoroughfare in the area is the Linke Wienzeile, which runs parallel to the Rechte Weinzeile.  Both roads stretch from just beyond the Ringstrasse to the city outskirts, following the curving and sometimes subterranean River Wien.  Between these roads is the bustling Naschmarkt, which is overlooked by Otto Wagner’s Jugendstil apartments on the Linke Wienzeile.  Visitors wanting to escape the crowds should visit the celebrated Café Museum, located near the three great cultural institutions of the area  -  Academy of Fine Arts, the Opera House and the Secession Building.
Must see:
The Opera House – Vienna’s state Opera House or Staatsoper, was the first of the grand Ringstrasse buildings to be completed.  It opened on May 25, 1869, with Mozart’s Don Giovanni.  Build in Neo-Renaissance style, it initially failed to impress the Viennese.  Yet, when it is hit by a bomb in 1945, and largely destroyed, the event was seen as a symbolic blow to the city.  With a brand new auditorium and stage incorporating the latest technology, the Opera House reopened on November 5, 1955, with a performance of Beethoven’s Fidelio.
Academy of Fine Arts – Built in Italian Renaissance style from 1872 – 1876, today acts as an arts college and has a gallery showing changing exhibitions.  
BELVEDERE QUARTER

This is a grandiose and extravagant district.  From the Karlspatz, with its gardens and statues, there is a lovely view of Johann Bernhard Fischer von Erlach’s Baroque Karskirche.  East of this great church, visitors can see more delights, including the two palaces of the Belvedere, now public galleries, and the Schwarzenberg Palace, which is now a hotel.  These huge palaces and beautiful gardens were designed by Johann Lukas von Hildebrandt, following the crucial defeat of the Turks in 1683.  Only after the Turkish threat had been removed was it possible for Vienna to expand.  The turbulent history of the city is excellently documented in the Wien Museum Karsplatz.  Just a few paces away is the Musikverein, home to the Vienna Philharmonic.  There is also the Bestattungsmuseum (undertaker’s museum), that chronicles the importance the Viennese attached to pomp and death.  

Must see:
Karlskirche – Promised to the people during the 1713 plague, this is Vienna’s finest Baroque church.

Musikverein  - This Ringstrasse-style concert hall, home of the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, is renowned for its superb acoustics – was designed from 1867 to 1869.  The concert hall seats almost 2,000.  

Wein Museum Karlsplatz – The museum houses relics of Roman Vienna, stained glass from the Stephabnsdom and the reconstructed rooms of celebrated Viennese.
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